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USMISSION NATO 

SECRET PARIS 11511 

EXDIS 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR MASS CG FR 

SUB J : SHABA INVASION: US AID TO ZAIRE; CONSULTATIONS 
WITH FRENCH 

REF: STATE 83689 

1 . SINCE RECEIPT REF, WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CALL ON 
ELYSEE AFRICAN AFFAIRS ADVISER RENE JOURNIAC BECAUSE OF 
HIS PREOCCUPATION WITH THE STATE VISIT OF THE RWANDAN 
PRESIDENT, THE GOVERNMENT WEEKEND OF REFLECTION AT 
RAMBOUILLET, AND PREPARATIONS FOR DAKAR FRANCO-AFRICAN 
SUMMIT. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE SUBSTANCE OF REF WITH 
QUAI OFFICIALS, HOWEVER, INCLUDING A LONG CONVERSATION 
APRIL 19 WITH DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA CHRISTIAN DE LA 
ROCHERE. 

2. IN ESSENCE, LA ROCHERE EXPRESSED COMPLETE AGREEMENT 
WITH OUR VIEWS. THE FRENCH ARE ALL TOO WELL AWARE THAT 
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MOROCCAN-FRENCH EMERGENCY SUPPORT FOR ZAIRE IS BUT THE 
FIRST STEP IN A SERIES OF ACTIONS WHICH. IF THE MOBUTU 
REGIME IS TO SURVIVE, MUST INCLUDE PROFOUND 
REORGANIZATION OF ZAIRE'S MILITARY FORCES AND ECONOMIC 
ADMINISTRATION. WHILE SOME FORWARD MOVEMENT OF ZAIRIAN 
FORCES, INCLUDING THE RECAPTURE OF A FEW TOWNS. PROBABLY 
WOULD BE NECESSARY TO SET THE STAGE FOR SERIOUS 
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NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ANGOLA AND ZAIRE, LA ROCHERE SAID 
THAT ANY ADVANCE BEYOND DILOLO WOULD BE FOLLY. 

3. NOTING FRENCH ATTEMPTS TO CLOAK THEIR AID TO ZAIRE 
IN AN AFRICAN MANTLE, LA ROCHERE SAID THAT AFRICAN 
PARTICIPATION IN HELPING ZAIRE RESTRUCTURE ITS ARMY AND 
ECONOMY ALSO SEEMS HIGHLY DESIRABLE. COUNTRIES LIKE 
SENEGAL AND IVORY COAST HAVE SOME WELL-TRAINED OFFICERS 
AND EXPERIENCED ECONOMISTS AND ADMINISTRATORS WHO, IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH FRENCH AND BELGIAN EXPERTS, MIGHT BE 
FORMED INTO SMALL TEAMS TO ADVISE THE ZAIRIANS ON 
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC MATTERS. SUCH TEAMS PROBABLY 
WOULD BE MORE ACCEPTABLE TO ZAIRE THAN WOULD EXCLUSIVELY 
EUROPEAN ADVISERS AND WOULD HAVE THE ADDITIONAL MERIT OF 
DEMONSTRATING MODERATE AFRICAN WILL AND CAPACITY TO 
ASSIST A THREATENED BROTHER. THE FRENCH FEEL IT VERY 
IMPORTANT TO BRING AS MANY AFRICANS AS POSSIBLE INTO 

THE ACT BOTH FOR ITS COSMETIC VALUE AND. MORE IMPORTANT- 
LY, TO STIMULATE THE AFRICANS TO GREATER CONFIDENCE 
IN THEIR OWN COLLECTIVE ABILITY TO DEFEND THEMSELVES. 

HE HINTED THAT JOURNIAC AND QUAI AFRICAN DIRECTOR 
GEORGY WOULD BE WORKING IN THE CORRIDORS OF THE DAKAR 
SUMMIT TO SELL THIS PROPOSAL, ALTHOUGH HE WAS CAREFUL 
TO LABEL IT AS REFLECTING HIS PERSONAL THINKING. 

4. COMMENT: FROM OUR VANTAGE POINT. LA ROCHERE'S IDEAS 
SEEM WORTHY OF SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. WE PRESUME THAT 
HIS RELATIVELY LONG-TERM VIEW OF ZAIRE'S NEEDS IS SHARED 
BY THE ELYSEE, WHOSE ROLE IN SUCH MATTERS REMAINS 
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PREDOMINANT. REPORTS FROM PARTICIPANTS IN THE DAKAR 
MEETING AND DISCUSSIONS WE HOPE TO HAVE WITHIN THE WEEK 
WITH JOURNIAC SHOULD REVEAL THE REAL SITUATION. 

HARLAN 
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